SGP Driver Education Program

Module 9: Path & Responsiveness
Teacher notes

What this module covers:

· Blind spots
· Hazards

· Reversing

· U-turns and three-point turns
Materials:

· Drive Safe book

· How to Pass Your Driving Assessment book
Websites to refer to:
http://www.wikihow.com/Set-Rearview-Mirrors-to-Eliminate-Blind-Spots
http://www.roadtripamerica.com/DefensiveDriving/Rule17.htm
http://au.youtube.com/watch?v=HJpy_VphAHk
http://www.driving-test-success.com/rev_corner/cornerrev.html
http://www.driving-school.com.au/reverse.htm
Teaching ideas

· This module may be taught over two lessons depending on the length of the session.

· The Path assessment item needs to be linked in with teaching reversing and U-turns.

· The Responsiveness assessment item needs to link in with teaching blind spots and hazards.

· Revise with the students what Path and Responsiveness assess, reading the hand outs from module 4. 
· Use toy cars to physically demonstrate the correct path to choose on the road when reversing, turning and performing other manoeuvres.

· Read through pages 25 in How to Pass Your Driving Assessment.  Explain the difference between scoring well or poorly on Path in an assessment.  Show students the difference between a yes and a no with the cars.
· Read through pages 26 – 29 with the students looking at the examples of where the driver should drive position the car when performing different manoeuvres.

· Read through page 31 in How to Pass Your Driving Assessment.  Explain the difference between scoring well or poorly on Responsiveness in an assessment.  Show that students with the cars the difference between a yes and no.

· Read through pages 32 – 37 in How to Pass Your Driving Assessment using cars and diagrams to explain the hazards that pose immediate threats and other potential hazards.
· Make a worksheet for the student to record the main ideas in this module using diagrams and filling in the missing words.  Worksheets could have headings where students list potential hazards and responses to these hazards, requiring the students to read the text and make notes.
· Students need to be made aware that blind spots can be classed into two categories;      1 - Inside the car: door frames, head restraints, passengers, luggage and 
2 – Outside the car: vans, trucks, buses, fences, trees, bushes, buildings and embankments.

· Following this you could talk about reversing and turning.  

· When discussing reversing, explain that it is important to look into the space you are entering, while you are entering it.  Many crashes occur when the space behind, which was vacant a moment earlier, becomes filled unexpectedly by a vehicle or a pedestrian (or even a tree, which wasn’t there before!)

· Sit in the car with the students and check that they have adjusted their mirrors correctly.

· Explain that they must not simply rely on the mirrors while reversing.  Talk through the basic techniques for reversing straight, right or left.  Teach the steps for each direction of reversing separately, asking the students to repeat what you have said and to act out the steps after they have been demonstrated by you.

· The students can demonstrate their understanding of turning following your explanations using toy cars.  While they move the cars they should tell you what they will be doing with the steering wheel in the car (turning left or right).  

· The two essentials for a safe u-turn are, where and when.  They must know the turning circle of the car and judge if the width of the road allows for a u-turn.  Beginners especially don’t realise how much time and space is necessary to turn around and reach the speed of fast flowing oncoming traffic.  If other traffic has to slow down considerably, and they have not given way, they may fail the driving test.  They will also lose marks for clipping the kerb.  They may also fail if they change their mind and reverse out of the U-turn.
· You could drive the students to various locations where the width of the road vary and demonstrate where and when turns can or can’t be made.
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In this module you will learn about:

Blind spots

Hazards 

U-turns and Three-point turns

Reversing
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